Ton 1 JE C TYRES | 
cod eK NIN THE a | 


NAT WR RE 


FUTURE HAPPINESS. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF 
% n af 
þ 


Monſ. BONNET of GENE LA. 


D UB L 1 N: 
Printed by B. Due Dait No, 150, Capel- Street. 
MDCCLXXXVII, 


[PRICE TWO —_— . 


So the Feader. 
Dublin, A hell 7, 1787. 


| 


am happy 2 communtcating 70 
Men of 9. enfe in this Hingdom, 
and at a very * Price, one of te 
moſt Aafill⸗ Tracts & ever read. 

, 


CONJECTURES, &c. 


- 


SECT, 1, IF a being, whoſe eſſence conſiſted in the 
union of two ſubſtances, were ap- 

pointed to continue, he would continue as a mixed 

being, or he would be no longer the ſame being. 


The doctrine of the Refrretion, therefore, is 
an im1-diate conſequence of the nature of man, it 
is a doctrine perfectly philoſophical 3 thoſe who 
would refer every thing to the ſoul, forget the 
man, 


Man is endowed with memory, and this memo- 
ry belongs to the brain; it is the foundation of 
the per/o1ality of man, and the treaſury of his 
knowledge. 


If the ſame per ſan is appointed to continue, he 
muſt preſerve the memory of things paſt,, and re- 
tain a certain fund of acquired ideas. 


It muſt follow then, that there is in man a 
ſeat of per'onality, which is out of the reach 
of the cauſes that are deſtructive of the preſent 
life, 


Revelation informs us that a Hiritual body is to 
ſucceed to the animal body. The oppoſition of 
the word ſpiritual to the word animal, thows ſut- 
ficiently that the future body will be formed of a2 
very refined ſubſtance. And this is proved like- 
wiſe by the remarkable expreſſions which the 

| | Az: pailoſopbical 
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philoſophical apoſtle has uſed, 1 Cor. xv. 
* All 1 have faid on the reſurrection amounts to 
* this, that feſh and blood cannot poſſeſs the 
© kingdom of God, ncither can corr uption in- 
* herit incorruption.“ 


The compariſon, which the ſame apoſtle em- 
ploys of a grain of corn, indicates alſo that the re- 
turrection ſhall be only the deve/opement, more or 
leſs rapid, of the ſpiritual body, lodged from the 
firſt in the arimal body, as the plant in the grain; 
* Put ſome one will ſay, how can the dead riſe ? 
* And with what body will i ey come? Thou 
„ fool, that which thou ſoweſt is not quickened 
except it die.“ 


This ſpiritual body deſtined to ſucceed the 
animal body, will doubtleſs differ trom it not leſs 
by its crgenization, than by the mott-y of which it 
will be formed. In an abode ſo different, organs 
very different will be required. All the organs of 
the animal body, which have re/a:7:4 only to the 

treſcrt lite, will doubtleſs be deſtro cd Reaſon 
KS leads us to preſume this; and reve/ation 
here, as in cther reſpects, comes in aid to the ef- 
forts of reaſon. V hen revelat on goes ſo far as 
to inform us that the ſtomach will be deſtroyed 
and ſex aboliſhed, it indicates to us the g eateſt 
changes in the material part of man For in an 
Or panized whole, all the parts of which are ſo 
connected, what a prodigious change is ſuppoſed 


by the ſuppreſſion of the organs of nutrition and 4 


generation ? 


It is an important queſtion, ſays an anonymous 
writer “, *'] hoſe who find fault with revelation 
„for not having made the objects of faith ſut- 
fciently 


«ce 
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} 


ficiently clear, do they know that the thing was 
pollible ?. Are they certain that the obj. 750 do 
not differ ſo much from. terreflriel object? 1: 
not to he comprehenſihle by man? Our preſent 
manner of knowing depends on our ent 
conititu iau, and we know not treo - tee Mat 
this conſtitution bears to that which is to. ſue- 
ceed it. We have 10 Kieas bur terongh thy 


ſenſes: It is by CoOmpariny feat e ideas With, 


one another. it is by TE NEFA zue, that We ac: 


' Quire n9twns of different "4/65 th 17 4 ui of 


knowing therefore is limited by our / * «3 our 


ſenſes by their Hut,; and this by the place, 


which we occupy We know, without doubt, 
of th- ife t come all that we can know here de- 
low z to give us more light into cis kuture Hate, 


it ſcems it would have been neccliary to change, 


the preſent ſtate. 'The time is not yet come for 
this change to take place: we walk yet by faith, 
and not by feht. I he dull animal that browzes 


the herb, abſtracts not. 


of graſs from a clod of earth, and this know. 


It diſtinguiſbet a tuft 


ledge is ſufficient for its preſent ſtate. It would 
acquire knowledge more elevated, it would at- 


tain to our ſciences and our arts, if the eſſential 


conformation of its organs were changed, but 
then it would be no longer the ſame animal. 
Would you make the ſublime theory of infini- 
tude enter into the brain of a child? I his brain 


contains at preſent all the fib es neceſſary to the 


acquiſition of this theory: 
put them into action. 


% Every thing in the works of nature is done 


but you cannot yet 


by degrees; a developement more or leſs flow, 
conducts all beings to the perfection that ęreper- 
ly belongs to them. Our ſoul is only beginning 
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to unfold itſelf ; but this plant, ſo weak in its 


„ principles, 


* 
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principles, ſo flow in its progreſe, will extend 
its roots and its branches into eternity. 


Ihe ſilence of revelation concerning the na- 
*« ture of our future fate, is certainly a mark of 
s its wiſdom, The divine man who taught mor- 
% tal men a reſurrection, was too good a philoſo- 
« pher to talk of muſic to the deaf, of colours 
« to the blind.“ 


I will profit by the judicious advice of this wri- 
ter: I will not forget that I am % ud and deaf, I 
will not pronounce upon coeur, nor upon ſounds. 
Shall I, however, forget my preſent condition, if 
I hazard upon the nature of future happineſs ſome 
light cenjectures, which I ſhall deduce from ſome 
things which are known to me ? 


What this writer ſays concerning the impoſſibi- 
lity of our repreſenting the nature of future happi- 
neſs is ſound reaſoning. The dull animal that crops 
th. gra, dies it a5ftrat ! Py this compariſon, 
he ſhows us that man can no more conceive the 
true nature of future happineſs, than the animal 
can conceive the inte [fact pleaſures of man. ¶ he 
du!l animal that crops the graſs can it have any idea 
of our fcier:e25 and our arts 7 Can the man who 
is ignorant of ſo many things which belong to the 
world he doe inhabit, form any idea of the 
things which belong to the world he only wi// 1n- 
habit.“ 


[ think, therefore, © that we know of the life 


« to come, all that we can know here below, and 
65 | 
that 


This falls full upon unbelievers, and upon all nominal 
chriſtians, But it does not touch thoſe who have that faith 
which is fe evidence things not ſeen. J. W. 


4 


2 1 

« that to give us more light upon the ſubject of 
« Tt. is future ſtate, our preſent ſtate muſt it ſeems 
«© underga ſome change.“ 


This is very clear that we cannot arrive at the 
knowledge of objects to which not only our preſent 
faculties bear no proportion, but which certainly 
ſuppoſe new faculties in order to their being ap- 
prehended or conceived. he moſt enlightened 
and penetrating of men, who ſhould be without 
hearing, could he conceive the uſe of a trumpet ? 


If, however, a thick cloud conceals this uta 


happineſs which our hearts pant after, from our 


moſt eager ſearch, we may nevertheleſs perceive, 
though faintly, ſome of the principal ſources from; 
whence it will proceed, 


— ... 


SECT. 2. AN poſſeſſes three eminent pow- 
ers z the power of knowing; of 


loving; and of acting. 


We cor-ceive very clearly that theſe powers are 
capable of indefinite improvement. We cbſerve 
them in their developæmert, their pregreſs, and 
their different effects. We contemplate with aſton- 
iſhment the admirable inventions to which they 
have given birth, and which demonſtrate, in fo 
ſtriking a manner, the ſupreme elevatioa of man 
above all terre/tria/ beings. k 

It is, it ſeems, of the nature of goodneſs, as well 
as of wi/dom, to perfeft every thing that is capable 

oo 


Ves, we muſt be born again. 


of 


BE: 
of being perfected, but eſpecially to perfect be- 
ings, who, poſſeſſing ſentiment and intelligence, 
can taſte the pleaſure which accompanies the in- 
creaſe of their perfection. 


By ſtudying with ſome care the faculties of man, 
by obſerving their mutual dependance or that ſub- 
ordination which ſubjects them to one another, 
and to the action of their objects, we eaſily come 
to diſcover the natural means by which they un - 
fold and perfect themſelves here below. We may 
conceive, therefore, means analogous and more 
efficacious which may carry thele faculties to a 
W degree of perfection. 


T he degree of perfection to which men can at- 


tain upon earth, has a direct relation to the means 
of knowing and of acting which are given him; 


theſe means themſelves have a direct relation to the 
oth. world which he inhabits. . | | 


1 


A more 3 ſtate, therefore, of human 


. 12500 would not have had relation to this world, 


in which man was to pals his firſt moments of ex- 
iſtence. But theſe faculties are capable of indefi- 
nite perfection, and we can caſily conceive that 
ſome of the natural means which will one day 
perfect them, may e in man even at preſent. 


Thus, fince man was called to inhabit ſucceſ- 
ſively two different worlds, his origina/ conſtitu- 
tion muſt include things relative to theſe two 
worlds, the anime! body muſt have a direct re- 
| lation to the firſt world, * ** body, to 

the ſecond. 
: SECT. 


® Moſt true, all the natural means: But are there no 
- ſupernatural ? 
+ Yea, and they may be * put into action“ too, 


SicT. z. WO principal means may perſect, 

in the world to come, all the fa- 
culties of man, viz ſenſes more exquiſite, and new 
ſenſes. 

The ſenſes are the firſt ſource of all our u- 
ledge. Our molt r-feded and moſt ab/tradt ideas, 
are always derived from. our ſenſible ideas. Ihe 
mind create, nothing ; but it operate, inceſſantly 
upon the almoſt infinite multitude of diff regt 
perceptions, which it acquires by the miniſtry of 


the ſenſes. 


From theſe operati:ns of the mind, which al- 
ways conſiſt in compariſins, rombinationt, abſtrac- 
tions, proceed, by a natural generation, all the ſci- 
ences and all the arts, | | 


The /-n/es appointed to tranſmit to the mind the 
impreſſions of objects, have a relation to the objects, 
the che has a relation to light, the ear to /ound, 


The relations which the ſenſes have with their 
objects, the more perfef, numerous, and various ' 
they are; the more do they diſcover to the mind 
the alities of objects, and the more are its per- 
cegtions of theſe qualities clear, lively, and com- 
pleat The more the /enſ;/]e idea which the mind 
acquires of an object is lively and comf/-ot, the 


more d.ftin& is the reflex idea which is f. rmed 
from it. 


We conceive, without difficulty, that our re- 
ſent [»nſes are ſuſceptible of a degree of perfection 
much ſuperior. to what we know them to have 
here, and which aſtoniſhes us on certain ſubjects. 


We 
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We can even form to ourſelves a pretty diſtinct 
idea of this increaſe of perfection, by the prodi- 
gious effects of optical and + acouſtic inſtruments, 


Let us ſupp ſe Ariſtotle obſerving a mite with 
our microſcopes, or contemplating with our te- 
leſcopes Jupiter and his moons, what ſurpriſe and 
delight would he not have felt! What ſhall not 
we too feel, when, cloathed in a ſpiritual body, 
our ſenſes ſhall have acquired all the perfection 
which they can receive from the beneficent author 


of our being? 


We can imagine, if we pleaſe, that our eyes 
will then unite in themſelves the qualities of mi- 
croſcopes and teleſcopes, and that they will ac- 
commodate themſelves exactly to all diſtances; 
and how much ſuperior will the % es of theſe 
new perſpectives be to thoſe of which art boaſts ſo 


much? 


One may apply to 9th-r ſenſes what J have ſaid 
of the fight. But perhaps the taſte, which has ſo 
direct a relation to nutrition, will be ſuppreſſed 
or converted into ſome other ſenſe of more ex- 


tenſive and elevated uſe. 


How rapid would be the progreſs of cur mathe- 
matical ſciences, if we were enabled to diſcover 
the firſt princigles of bodies fluid or folid? We 
ſhould then fec by intuition, what we.endeavour 
to foretell by the aid of reaſoning and calculation, 
the more uncertain as our direct kvowledge is 
more imperfett. What a numberleſs multitude 


of relations eſcape us, only becauſe we caanot 
| | perceive 


+ Aſſiſting the Hearing, 
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perceive the figure, the proportions,. the arrange» 
ment of thoſe infinitely ſmall particles, upon 
which, however, depends the whole of the great 
edifice of nature! 


_ 
— — „ * — ” 


SECT. 4. NE is it very difficult for us 

to conceive, that the germ of the 
ſpiritual body may contain at preſent the organie 
elements of new ſenſes which will not be unfolded. 
till the re/urrefion. 


Theſe new ſenſes will then diſcover to us in 
bodies the properties which muſt always remain 
u known to us here: how many /enfibſe qualities 
which we are yet ignorant of, and which we ſhall' 
diſcover with aſtoniſhment | We know the dif- 
ferent powers of nature, only by means of their 
relation to the different ſen/es upon which they 
exert the rn. How many powers are there of 
which we dont even ſuſpect the exiſtence, becauſe. 
there is no relation between the ideas which we ac- 
quire by our five ſenſes, and thoſe which we ſhall 
be able to acquire by other ſenſes F Let us imagine 
a man who ſhould be born with a perfect pſy 
upon three or four principal ſenſes, and ler us 
ſuppoſe natura cauſes which ſhould give life and: 
motion to theſe ſenſes, and put them all into a 
proper ſtate z what a croud of perceptions, new; 
various; and unforeſeen, would ſuch a man ac- 
quire in a little tine! What a prodigious increaſe 
of improvement would he gain in all his faculties? 


Theſe new ſenſes, the infinitely finall minia- 
tures of which are encloſed in the ſeat of the 
ſou!, have a direct relatian to that future world, 
our true country. 


Let 


3 hay un Cord whe Fn eG 


SECT, 5. ET us raiſe our thoughts to the fir- 

mament of Heaven, let us contem- 
plate that immenſe collection of ſuns and world: that 
are /cattered through ſpace,* and wonder thatthis 
little worm, that bears the name of man, has a facul- 
ty of reaſon capable of diſcovering the exiſtence of 
theſe wordt, and of darting itſelf to the extremi- 
ties of creation | 


But this reaſon, endued with ſight ſo penetrat- 
ing, with curioſity ſo active, and with deſires ſo ex- 
tenſive, ſo lofty, and ſo perfectly ſuited to the dig- 
nity of its rature, mult it be for ever confined to the 
narrow limits of a teleſcope ? Has not the goodneſs 
of God, who has deigned to reveal himſelf to man 
by the wonders of the world he inhabits, in ſtore 
for him yet higher revelations in thoſe worlds, 
where lis wiſdom and power ſhine with yet 
N magnificence,F and where they are mani- 

eſted in new agg numberleſs ways? 


If our reflex knowledge is derived from our in- 
_ tuitive knowledge; if our intellectual riches en- 
creaſe b; the compariſcens which we form among 
our ſenſible ideas of all kinds; if the more we 
know, the more we compare if, in ſhort, cur un- 
derſtandings are unfolded, and perfected in pro- 
portion as our compariſons extend, diverſify, and 
multiply themſelves ; what will not be the increaſe 
and perfection of cur na/ura/ knowledge, when we 
(hall be no longer confined to compare individuals 
with individuals, ſpecies with ſpecies, kingdoms 

with 


»I doubt that fa. Let them prove it that can. +I doubt that. 


— 
— 


; - 799 
with kingdoms, but thall be enabled to compare 
worlds with worlds ? 


If the ſupreme Intelligence has varied all his 
works here below; if he has created nothing 
identically the fame 3 if an harmonious progreſſion 
reigns among all earthy beings z if the ſame chain 
gomprehends them all; how probab'e is it, that 
this wonderful chain extends itſelf into ail rhe 
planetary words, that it unites them all, and that 
they are thus conſtituent parts of the ſame teries ? 

We diſcover at preſent of this great chain only 
a few links : we are not even ſure that we obſerve 
them in their netura/ order: we follow this ad- 
mirable progreſſion only imperfectly and with 
numberleſs turns and windings: and we meet 
with frequent interruptions ; but we alu ays per- 
ceive that-they are not ſo properly chaſins of the 
chain, as of our knowledge, | 


When we ſha'l have been allowed to contem- 
plate this chain, as | have ſuppoſed thoſe Intelli- 
gences contemplaie it, for whom our world ſeems 
to have been principally formed; when we ſhall 
be able lie them, to follow the prolongations of it 
into other worlds; then, and then only, ſhall we 
know the natura order of the links, their recipro- 
cal dependence, their fecret relations, the prox- 
inte reaſon of each link, and we ſhall rai'e ours 
| ſelves thus by a /adver of reative perfections, to 
truths the moſt tranſcendent and luminous. 


With what ſentiments will our ſouls be filled, 
when after having ſtudied the cecoron:y of one 
world, we ſhall go to another, ard compare their 
different ce:onomies ? How great will be the 
perfection of our coſmology, the generalization and 

richneſs 


K 
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richneſs of our prineiples ? How abundant the con- 
nexion, the multitude and juſtneſs of the conſe- 

uences we ſhall derive from them. What light 
will be reflected from ſo many differents objetts 
upon the other branches of our knowledge, upon 
our p/yfies, our geometry, our aftronomy, the ra- 
tional ſciences, and principally upon the divine ſei- 
ence which employs itſelf on the Being of BeingsS 


All truths are connected, and the moſt diſtant 
ones are held together by hidden ties. It is the 
province of the underſtanding to diſcover theſe ties. 
Newton, no doubt, was delighted with having 
been able to diſcover the ſecret relations of the fall 
of a ſtone to the movement of a planet; transform 
ed into a celeſtial Intelligence, he will ſmile at this 
amuſement of a child, and his high geometry will 


be to him only the firſt e/ements of another in- 
finite. 


ener 


SECT.'6. Be the reaſon of man penetrates yet- 

further than the planetary worlds : 
It raifes itſelt to Heaven where Gd dwells: it con- 
templates the auguſt throne of the Antient of Days + 
it beholds all the ſpheres rolling beneath his feet, 
and obeying the impuife which his powerful hand 
has given them: it hears the acclamations of all 
intelligent beings, and mixing its adorations and 
praiſes with the ſongs of theſe hierarchies, it cries 
in the deepeſt ſentiments of ſclf-annihilation, 


* Glory be to God in the higheſt; Good will to- 
wards Man.“ 


Good 


11 

Good will towards man] Oh! the depth of the 
riches of the Divine Goodneſs! It is not content + 
to maniteſt itſelf to man upon earth in ſo many 
different and affecting ways, but will one day in- 
troduce him to the heavenly manſions. In our 
Father's houſe are many manſions; if it had not 
been ſo, his Son would not have ſaid it. He is 
gone to prepare a place for us; he wil! return and 
take us with him, that where he thall be, we may 
be alſo.” Where he thall be! where the King.of 
men and angels ſhall be! the mediator of the new 
covenant; the author and finiſher of the faith ; he 
who has opened to us a new road, wh'ch lads to 
life; who has given us the power of entering into 
the holieſt place; who has enabled us to approach 
the city of the living God; of the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem, of the heavenly hoſt, of God himſelf, who 
is Judge of all. 


If the goodneſs of God has been pleaſed to adorn 
ſo richly the firſt abode of man; if he has ſcattered 
around him ſuch great beauties; beſtowed cn him 
ſo many favours; heaped on him ſo many bleſſings; 
if all the parts of nature here below conſpire to 
furniſh to man inexhauſlible ſources of pleaſure 
what ſhall I ſay ? If this un{peaFable goodneſs ſur- 
rounds and embraces man on all ſides, what will be 
the happineſs he will beſtow on him in the hea» 
venly Jeruſalem ? what will be the beauties, the 
richneſs, and the variety of the magnificent ſpec- 
tacle that will be preſented to him in the Houſe of 
God, in that other univerſe where the ſelf-exiſtent 
being gives to the celeſtial hterarchies the moſt au- 
guſt ſigns of his adorable preſence ! | 


It will be 10 theſe eternal manſions, in the bo- 
ſom of light, of perfection, and of happineſs, that 
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we ſhall read the general and particular hiſtory of 
Providence, Initiated then to a certain degree into 
the profound my ſteries of the Divine Government, 
laws and diſpenſations, we ſhall ſee with admiration, 
the ſecret reaſons of ſo many general and particular 
events which aſtuniſh and coniound us, and caſt. us 
into doubts which Philoſophy does not always re- 
move, but with reſpect to which, Religion always 
gives us confidence. We ſhould meditate conti— 
nually the great book which contains the deſtinies 
o worlds. Stopping at that page of it, which ex- 
hibits thoſe of this little p.anet, ſo dear to our 
hearts, the cradle of our infancy, and the farſt mo- 
nament of the paternal affections of the Creator in 
regard to man; we ſhall obſerve, not without ſur- 
prize, the different revo/utions which this little 
globe has undergone before it aſſumed its preſent 
torm, and we ſhall follow it with our eye, to thoſe 
which it is deſtined to undergo in the progreſs of 
ages. But what will exhauſt our admiration and 
gratitude, will be the wonders of that great re- 
demption, in which are yet ſo many things above 
our feeble comprehenſion, which have been the 
object of the reſearch and profound meditation of 
prophets, and into which the angels have defired 
to look. A word in this page will retrace alſo 
our own hiſtory, and explain to us, the reaſon and 
mode of thoſe calamities, thoſe trials, which often 
exerciſe here below the patience of the juſt man, 
purity his ſoul, heighten his virtues,” and ſhake and 
caſt down the feeble. Arrived at ſo ſuperior a de- 
gree of knowledge, the origin of phyfrcal, and mo- 

ral evil wilt no longer embarraſs us; we ſhall con- 
template them clearly in their cauſe, and in their 
moſt diſtant effects; and weſhall gratefully acknow- 
ledge, from conviction, that every thing which God 
had made was good. On earth we oblerve only 


effects, 
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effects, and even theſe in a very ſuperficial manner, 
all cauſes are hid from us: but then we ſhall ſce ef+ 


feAtr in their cauſes ; conſequences in their principles ; 


the hiftory of individuals in that of the ſfectes ; 
the hiſtory of the ſpecies in the hiſtory of the globe; 


Now we ſee as through a glaſs darkly, but then 


we ſhal! ſee face to face ; and we ſhall know, tn 


ſome ſort, as we have been known.” In ſhort, 


as we ſhall attain to a knowledge of the work, 
incomparably more compleat and diſtin, we ſhall 
alſo attain to a much more profound knowledge of 
the maker, And how will this ſcience the moſt 
ſublime, the moſt enlarged, and moſt deſirable, or 
rather the only ſcience, be continvally perjeQting 


itſelf by. an intimate communion with the eternal 


ſource of all perfect on! 


Sv o< ceo danger „„. Abc: 


TY SECT. 7. UR powers of os are in reality 


very limited here below, imperteQ, 


| blind, and groſly intereſted, How much do all our 


offeAlions partake of fleſh and blood! How narrow 
are our hearts! How hardly do they enlarge them- 
ſelves, and extend to mankind in general! The na- 
ture, indeed, of our conſtitution, oppoſes the pu- 
rification and enlargement of this faculty of love. 
With what difficulty does it reach with any ſtrength 
to the Being ſupremely good | 

ur wants, perpetually returning, attach us to 
the objeQts that are able to ſatisfy them. The cir- 
cle of our affeQtions hardly extends beyond theſe 
objects. It ſeems that our capacity of love is not 
ſufficient to enable us to love what has not an im- 
mediate relation to us as individuals * Our felf- 
love ſeeks only ſelf, it ſees and feels itſelf in all that 


| ſurrounds vs. Every thing that is agreeable renews 


it, and it is ſeldom ſufficiently elcvated to be 
ſtrongly 
It is not naturally ſufficient. 
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ſtrongly affected, with the ſole pleaſure of making 
others happy. There is always ſomething cart hy 
that mixes itſelf with our moſt delicate ſentiments, 
and our moſt generous actions. Minds of ſenſibi- 
lity, the greateſt and moſt noble, neceſlarily retain 


ſomething of the material part of their being, 


How much ot it, eſpecially, enters into that paſſion, 
ſo engaging and ſo terrible in its effects, which 
makes its power felt by all, and without which, the 
ſpecies would be no more! 

Such is the nature here on earth of our power 
of good- will towards others, ſuch are its limits, its 
impertections, its blemiſhes. But this power ſo 
excellent, ſo forcible, ſo fruitful in various effects, 
ſo expan/ib/e, encumbered at preſent with the bonds 
of the f-/h, will one day be diſengaged from them 
and he who has made us to love him, and to love 
one another, will enoble, will purify, and exalt 
all our defires, and make all our affections con- 
verge towards their greateſt and nobleſt end, 


When we ſhall have been clothed with that pi 


ritual and glorious body, which faith expeQs, our 
wi, perfected in proportion to our knowledge, will 
have ſuch deſires only, as are ſuited to the high ele- 
vation of our new being, It will tend continually 
to all good, to the true good, to the greateſt good. 


All its d-t-rminations will have an object, and the 


beſt object. Order will be the immutable rule of 
its deſires; and the author of order, the centre of 
all its affections. As it will be calm and deliberate, 


becauſe our knowledge will be ciſtinQ and very ex- 
tenſive, its inc//nations will be conſtantly proportion + 


ed to the nature of things, and it will exert its love 
in juſt proportion to the perfection of every being. 
Knowledge will aſſign to every being its juſt value; 
it will form an exaQ ſcale of relative values; and 
the wall, enlightened by knowledge, will no longer 

6 miſtake 
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miſtake the true worth of things, nor confound ap- 
parent with real good. | 

Delivered for ever from the corruptible part cf 
our nature; clothed with incorruption ; united to 
the light zr our ſenſes will no longer degrade our 


affections: our imagination no more corrupt our 


hearts; the grand and magnificent images it will 
continually oer, will animate and warm all our 
ſentiments: our power of Joving will exalt and diſ- 
play itſelf more and more, and the ſphere of its acti- 
vity will enlarge itſelf, embrace the intelligences of all 
orders, and concentre itſelf in the ſupremely benefi- 
cent being. Our happineſs will be increaſed by the 
pare and lively perception of the happineſs of our fel- 
ow creatures, and of the happineſs of all ſenſible ard 
intelligent beings. It will receive greater increaſe. 
ſtill, by the conſcious and delightful ſentiment of 
the approbation and love of him, who will be all 
in all; our hearts will burn continually with the 
beautiful fire of Charity, of that celeſtial Charity, 


which after having ſcattered a few ſparks here on 
earth, will brighten every part of the abodes of In- 


nocence and Peace, Charity will never fail. 
„„ „„ Co bao duce 


SrcT. 8. HE force as well as the capacity of 

our organs, is very limited here 
below. We cannot exerciſe them for any length 
of time, without the painful feeling of fatigue. We 
muſt encounter a continual reſiſtance to convey ' 


. ourſelves, or rather to creep from one place to anos 


ther. Our attention, that fine faculty, that decides 
concerning things in the intellectual lite, our atten- 
tion is wearied by being divided, and exhauſted by 

| being 


+ Probably the ſpiritual body of which Revelation ſpeaks, 
will be formed of a matter fimilar to that of Ether or Light, 


' 


LY” | 


being concentred. Our memory retains with diffi- 
cult) what is committed to it; it ſuffers daily loſſes; 
age and a thouſand accidents threaten, injure, 
| and deſtroy it. Our rea/on, the moſt valuable qua- 
| lity of our nature, depends in the laſt reſort upon 
a few delicate fibres, which flight cauſes may, and 
{ometimes do cifcrder. What ſhail I ſay more? 
Our whole machine, ſo dear to us, and in which 
iuch prodigious art appears, is always near ſinking | 
under the weight, and by the continued action of 4 
its ſprings. It lubſiſls only by external aid, and by 
a ſpecies of artifice.. The principle of life i is pre- 
ciſely the principle of death, and that which ena- 
bles us to ve, is in reality) that which cauſes us 
to die. ä 
The animal body is formed of very heter2geneous 
elements, the harmony of which, a multitude of 
ſmall powers tend perpetua'ly to diſturb? Some 
external elements muſt continually unite themſelves 
with the primitive elements, in order to renew 
what inteſtine motion and tranſpiration is continu- 
ally difſjpating ; the perpetual action of the ve lels, 
receſſary to the replacing of thoſe elements gradu- 
ally injures the general oxconomy of the machine, 
hardens the parts, which ſhould continue ſupple, 
choaks up the paſſages, which ſhould continue per- 
meable, changes the reſpedive diſpoſition of the 
parts, and deſtroys at length ng equilibrium be- 
tween the weights and the ſprin 
The ſpiritual body, formed an of elements 
analogous to thoſe of light, will not require theſe 
daily reparations, which preſerve and deſtroy the 
animal body. That glorious body which we are to 
put on, will ſubſiſt no doubt by the energy alone 
of its principles, and of the profound mechaniſm, 
of its conſtruction. It is probable, that this ethe- 
real body will not be ſubject to the aQtion of gra- 
vity, as the groſs bodies are which we are acquaint- 


ed 
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ed with. It will obey with an alt -niſhing facility 
all the volitions of the ſoul, and we ſhall tranſport 
ourſelves from one world to another, with a cele- 
rity perhaps equal to that of light. Under th: 
glorious eeconomy we ſhall exerct e* all our facul- 
ties without fatigue; as the new organs in which 
the ſoul will diſplay its motive force will be bettcr 
proportioned to the energy of this force, and as 
they will no longer be ſubject to the influence of 
the cauſes which diſturb and continually conſpire 
againſt the preſent ceconomy. Our attention will 
lay hold at the ſame time, and with equal force, 
of a greater number of objects more or leſs com- 
plicated; it will penetrate them thoroughly; diſ- 
tinguiſh all the particular impreſſions ; diſcern the 
ſlightelt reſemblances, and differences, and deduce 
from, them, without effort, the moſt general re- 
ſults. Our genius, then, will be proportioned to 
our attention; for attention is the parent of genius. 
What has once taken hold of the memory will ne- 
ver be effaced; becauſe the fibres to which it will 
be attached in this new ceconomy, will not be ex- 
oſed to an infinity of little internal impulſes, 
which tend continually in this life to change the re- 
ſpective poſition. of the elements of theſe delicate 
orgars, and to deſtroy the directions which the ob- 


4 jeAs have impreſſed on them. Our memory will 
£ enrich itſelt then without hmits: it will incorpo- 
:8. rate with itſelf entire wwor/ds, and preſent to the 


underſtanding without alteration or confuſion, the 
immenſe nomenc/ature of theſe worlds; what do I. 

Q ſay ? it will not be ſimply a nomenclature © it will 

=y ; 13 be the natural hiſtory general and particular of 

| ' theſe worlds, the hiſtory of their revolutions, of 

their population, of their legiſlation, &c. And as 

the organs always correſpind with the objects whoſe 

- impreſſions they are to tranſmit to the ſul, it is to 

be preſumed that the knowledge of ſo prodigious 

1 a number 
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a number of objeQs, and ſo different in themſelves, 
will depend on a ſet of organs infinitely ſuperior to 
that which relates to our preſent economy. The 

ent of our ideas will be multiplied, diverſified, 
and combined, in an exact relation to objeds, 
of which they will be the /ymbo/rc repreſentations : 
and the language or languages which we ſhall then 
poſſeſs, will have an expreſſion, a readineſs, a 


ric hneſs, of which the languages we are now ac- 


quainted with can give but very faint images. Be- 
cauſe we ſhall ſee things in a manner incomparably 
more perfect, therefore we ſhall alſo expreſs them 
in a manner incomparably more perfect. We ob- 
ſerve here below that the perfection of languages 
correſponds to that of the underſtanding, and that 
the more the mind. n»ws, the more it expreſſes : 
we obſerve alſo that language in its turn perfects 
knowledge ; and the learned ſanguage of geometri- 
cians, this beautiful language which poſſeſſes 4 
high a degree of ſymbolic expreſſion, may aſſiſt u 

in conceiving the poſſibility of a language eat} 
univerſal, which we ſhall one day poſſeſs, and 
which probably 1s that of ſuperior Intelligences 

The animal body contains many things which 
have a dired relation only to the be" 367 of the 
individua or to that of the ſpecies. The Spiritual 
body will contain things only which are relative to 
the increaſe of our perfection intellequal and moral. 
This ſpiritual body will be in ſome ſort an univerſal 
organ of knowledge and ſentiment. It will alſo be 
an univerſal inſtrument, by means of which we ſhall 
execute an infinity of things, of which we canat 
preſent form only very vague and confuſed ideas. 

If the animal and terreſtrial body, which death 
deſtroys, contains ſuch great beauties ; if the Jeaſt 
of its parts can exhauſt all the underſtanding and 
ſagacity of the moſt able anatomiſt ; what will be 
the beauties of this ſpiritual and celeſtial body, 


which ſhall ſucceed the periſhable body : what an 
anatomy 
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anatomy that which ſhall employ itſelf upon the _ 
cconomy of this glorious body; which ſhall per- 


ceive the mechaniſm, the energies, and the deſign 


of all its parts; which ſhall} perceive the ph) fical 
relations of the new ceconomy to the old, and the 
more numerous and complicated relations ot the 
new ar gang to the objects of the Ve to come. 


4 


SECT. 9. 1 is among men here on earth, 

| an almoſt in finite diverſity of giti, 
talents, know'edge, inclinatiors, &c. The ſcale of 
humanity riſes through innumeroble ſteps frem the 
brite man to the think ng men This progreſſion 
will continue no doubt in the life to come, and 
will preſerve the ſame eſſential relations: in other 
words, the progreſs which we ſhall make here in 
knywledoe and in virtue will determine ihe point 
from whence we fſhail begin cur progreſs in the 
other life, or the place we ſhall there occupy. 
What a powerful motive to excite us to grow con- 
tinuallv in knowl:dge and in virtue. 

All the moments of our individual cxiſtence are 
indiſſolubly conneQed one with another. We do 
not paſs from one ſtate to another ſtate without a 
fufficient reaſon. There are no leaps, properiy ſo 
called. The /ub/equent. ſtate has always an ade- 
quate cauſe in the ſtate which immediately precedeg 
it. Death is not a break in the chain it is the link 
which connects the two lives, or the two parts of 
the chain together. "The judgment which the So- 
vereign Judge ſhall make concerning us, will have 
its foundation in the deyree of perfection intellec- 
tal and moral which we ſhall acquire upon earth; 
or, which is the ſame thing, in the uſe we ſhall 
have made of our faculties and of the talents which 
ſhal! hive been committed to us: © of him to 
whom much has been given,” much ſhall be re- 


quired; 


1 24 
quired ; 3 and to him that hath, hell be given.” 
What is, is. The Divine Will does not change the 
nature of things; and in the plan which is in ex- 
iſtence, Vice cannot obtain the advantages of Virtue. 

It follows from theſe principles, which are de- 
rived from re aſon, that the degree of acquired per», 
fection will determine, in the life to come, he | 
degree of happineſs or of glory whick each indi- 
vidual ſhall enjoy. Revelation alſo gives its ſanction 
to theſe philoſophical principles. It eflabliſhes 
expreſly this grodatien of happineſs or of glory, 
which the |'hiloſopher-is.uns earied ia contemplat- 
ing. © There are bodies celeſtial, and bodies 
terreſtrial, but the glory of tke. celeftial is one, 
and the glory cf the terreſt: ial i another; there is 
one glory of the Jun, and another glory of the 
moon, and a different one of the ſtars, for one 
ſtar differeth from another ſtar in glory, ſo alſo ! 
will it be at the reſurrection.“ If it be Judged 
tha theſe remarkable words will not bear the in- 
terpretation I have given them, that declaration of 
ſcripture, “ that God will render to every one 
according to his works,“ will be ſufficient to prove 
that the degrees of future happineſs will be as 
various as the degrees of virtue ſhall have been. 
Now how much do the degrees of virtue differ 
upon earth! How much does the virtue of the 
ſame individual encreaſe by new efforts, or by re- 
iterated acts! Virtue is a habit, it is the habit of 
goodnets. 

There will therefore be a perpetual advance of 
all the individvals off humanity towards greater 
perfection or greater happineſs; for one degree 


of acquired pertection wili lead. of itfelf to another 
degree. And becauſe the diſtance betw: en created 


beings, and the uncreated being, between finite 
and in finite is infinite, they will tend continually 


towards ſupreme perfection, without ever arriv- 


ing at it. 
IIS. 


